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// is not the Sun thai moves; it is the luirth
NICOLAtJS COPERNICUS
Nicolaus Copernicus (1473 to
1543), a Polish astronomer was
wellversecl in mathematics, geom-
etry, astronomy, geography, philoso-
phy, theology, medicine, economics,
law. He was an industrious student.
Later he became a priest and states-
man.
He was born on February 19, 1473 in Eastern Poland.
1.  He propounded the theory that Earth revolves round
the Sun. Earth takes a daily rotation around its own axis and a
yearly revolution around the stationary Sun,   Earth is only a
planet like other planets (the word planet meant "wanderer"in
Greek language). The earth is not considered to he the centre
of cosmos (Universe).
The nonrecognition of the Earth as the centre of the Uni-
verse caused an intellectual jolt amongst scientists. This is
"The Copernican Revolution".
2.  (a) In 150 A.D. Ptolemy, a famous Egyptian astrono-
mer proposed the geocentric theory, viz., the earth at the cen-
tre of the Universe.
(b) The Copernican system opposed Aristotle's view that
the Earth was a fixed object; it was almost a religious dogma
till Copernicus put forth his revolutionary thought.